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Dear Ms. McCool:

'fhe current Mississippi larv, as amended by the Mississippi Legislature and uhich became

cflcctivc July 1,2016 (2016 Miss. Larvs S.B.2725), provides that, in ordcr for an applicant to

qualifl for a Resident or a Non-Resident real estate broker's license or real estate salesperson's

license, and for the renewal of any existing license, an applicant must have been cleared for

licensure through an investigation which determined that the applicant does nol possess a

background which calls into question public trust and a verification that thc prospective licensee

is not guilty of or in violation of any statutory ground for denial of licensure (Miss. Code Ann.

$73-35-21<g>). (See also, Miss. Codc Ann. $$73-35-7,73-35-8).

'lhis larv requires the Conrmission to rcvicw, among other things, thc criminal history reports that

are generated from your background chcck. Such an omission could be considered a violation of
l\'f S. Code Ann. .97-7- I 0( I ) (F-raudulent Statements and Representations), rvhich rcads as follorvs:

''Whoevcr, with intent to defraud the statc or any dcpartmcnt, agency, office, boatd, comnission,
count5,, rnunicipality or other subdivision of state or local govcrnmcnt, knos'ingl1' and rvillfulli'
falsiiies, conceals or covers up by trick, scheme or device a material fact, or makes any false,

fictitious or fraudulent slalemcnts Or rcpresentations, or makes or uses any false writing or

documcnt knorving the same to contain any false, fictitious or fraudulent statement or entrv, shall,

upon conviction, be punishcd by a fine ofnot more than Tcn Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) or hy

imprisonment for not more than five (5) yean, or by both such fine and imprisonment."

It should also be noted that this offensc may be in further violation of Rule 5.1 (B) of the

Mississippi Real Estate Commission Rules and Regulations.

Effectivc July 1,2016, thc Mississippi Real [state Commission (MRI]C) requires that all
applicants for a Mississippi real estatc broker's license or a real estate salesperson's license,
including nonresidcnt liccnses, and all applicants for tencrval ol any rcal estatc liccnse, shall
tundergo a fingerprint-bascd crinrinal history records check of the Mississippi central criminal
databasc and the Federal Bureau of Invcstigation criminal history database.



Rule 5.1 (B) states:

"Evcry licensee shall, within ten da1's, noti$'the Real Estate Commission of any ldverse
court decisions in rvhich the liccnsee appcared as a defcndant."

The Lcgal Counsel and the Investigative Staffof the Real Estate Commission has concluded that

the information obtained during thc investigation of your license filc and criminal history shorvs

an arrcst recorul with convictions thal. was not bi(,uglrt to thc Commissions attsntion or disclosed

at your renewal period for licensure.

This Olficial Letter of Reprimand rvill be placed in your file to become a part ofyour permanent

record. You should take every precaution to familiarize yourself with the Real Estate Brokers

License Act of 195,1, as Amended, aad the Administrative Rules and Regulations ofthe Real Estate

Commission in order to avoid a serious violation which might affcct the status of your license.

If you havc any qucstions pcrtaining 10 this matter, plcase cotrtact Steve Miller, Attomey for the

Commission. He can be contacted at 601-321-6978 or by c-mail at stniller@mrec.slate.ms.us'
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